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02 JUN 2010: PROTECTED AREAS HELP REDUCE a publication of the
FOREST LOSS IN BRAZILIAN AMAZON Yale School of Forestry
The establishment of protected areas in the Brazilian Amazon since 1999 has been effective in slowing & Environmental Studies.
deforestation of the world’s largest rainforest and reducing carbon emissions, according to a new study. SEARCH
Amazon deforestation was reduced by 75 percent from 2004 to 2009, a period that coincided with the I:] -
protection of 709,000 square kilometers (274,000 square miles) of rainforest as part of Brazil’'s Amazon
Protected Areas Program (ARPA). According to the report, published in the Proceedings of the National go'\l‘(NECI
. . . . . . ooKmari
Academy of Sciences, 37 percent of the decline in deforestation is attributable to the protected areas. Email newsletter
R . . - . Twitter: YaleE360
The report said that 115 of the 206 protected areas established in the Brazilian Amazon —particularly e\éveoe;n Fa;iebook
indigenous reserves — have helped reduce forest loss. The report estimates that the protected areas \S/it:/\:en?c?gi?e site
established in recent years will cut deforestation by 180,000 to 360,000 square kilometers by 2050, Subscribe to our feed:
avoiding 2.2 to 4.4 billion metric tons of carbon emissions. The authors suggest, however, that protected R ASS
areas will not be enough. Other efforts should focus on conservation initiatives for private landowners, DEPARTMENTS
including improved zoning and economic incentives for keeping forests intact. gpini‘:‘
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Leveling Appalachia: The
Legacy of Mountaintop
Removal Mining, an e360
video examining the
environmental and human
impacts of this mining
practice, won the award for
best video in the 2010
National Magazine Awards
for Digital Media. Watch the
video.
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E360 VIDEO REPORT

Living on shifting land formed
by river deltas, the people of
Bangladesh have a tenuous
hold on their environment.
But, as this Yale
Environment 360 video
makes clear, many
Bangladeshis already are
suffering as a burgeoning
population occupies
increasingly vulnerable lands.
Watch the video.
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Iceland. © Google &
TerraMetrics.
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