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Amid criticism of its conservation
policies, Brazil joins global biotrade pact

By Elizabeth Pennisi | Mar. 29, 2021, 5:10 PM

Brazil, a global hot spot for biodiversity, has become
the 130th country to ratify the Nagoya Protocol, an
amendment to a major global conservation pact that

lays out specific rules for protecting a country’s claims
to its biodiversity.

The move, announced last week by the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD), comes as Brazil's current
government, under President Jair Bolsonaro, has
drawn substantial criticism for weakening
environmental protections. But observers say the
decision reflects Brazil's long-standing interest in
reaping the potential economic benefits of exerting
greater control over its biological resources.
Scientists, meanwhile, worry new rules will make it
even harder to do biodiversity research in Brazil.

Countries such as Brazil have long worried that
outside researchers and companies are reaping the
benefits of discoveries related to biodiversity without
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discoveries were made. In 2010, nations agreed to add
the Nagoya Protocol to the CBD, an international
agreement originally negotiated in 1992. The protocol
calls for better benefit sharing; signees agree to not
remove biological material from a country without
permission and to share profits from any drugs or
other commercial products developed from that
material.

Brazil currently produces about 100 such products
from native species—including timber, fruit, cassava,
and cocoa—and communities in the Amazon and
elsewhere rely on them for their livelihood. Brazil’s
ratification of the protocol could help these Trending
communities negotiate more favorable trade deals,
some observers say. Brazil could also seek to have 1. After more than 2 decades of searching,

. M . " . scientists finger cause of mass eagle deaths
some products certified as “sustainable” by outside
groups, helping boost sales and potentially increasing )

. 2. AstraZeneca lowers efficacy claim for COVID-19

tax revenues for the federal government, says Britaldo yaccine, a bit, after board's rebuke

Soares Filho, an environmental modeler at the Federal

University of Minas Gerais (FUMG). 3. These adorable puppies may help explain why
dogs understand our body language

Latest News

Aside from potential economic benefits, ratification

gives Brazil a chance to restore some of its tarnished 4. This rabbit walks on its ‘hands.’ Scientists think

image as a leader in biodiversity protection, says plant they've found the genetic reason why

ecologist Fernando Silveira of FUMG. “The

government needs to improve its image before the - Remains of impact that created the Moon may lie
. deep within Earth

society and the world.”

Even so, Brazil's ratification “is somewhat of a Most Read

surprise, in the sense that the current government is 1. It avery special picture. Why vaccine safety
much more wary of international agreements,” says  experts put the brakes on AstraZeneca’s CO
Joice Ferreira, an ecologist at Embrapa, the

government-funded agricultural research corporation. 2. These adorable puppies may help explain why
dogs understand our body language

The ratification has been years in the making. The
process was set in motion in 2012 by former President3. Major coronavirus variant found in pets for first

. ti
Dilma Rousseff, notes Carlos Alfredo Joly, a me
conservation biologist at the University of Campinas, 4 Ancient Native Ameri )

. . . . . . . ncient Native Americans were among the

Campinas. But a ratification bill then languished in o145 first coppersmiths ?
Brazil's parliament. In 2019, amid criticism of
Bolsonaro’s environmental policies and reports 5. The legendary dire wolf may not have been a wolf
showing deforestation was increasing in Brazil, a atall

coalition of Brazilian environmentalists, academics, Sifter

https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2021/03/amid-criticism-its-conservation-policies-brazil-joins-global-biotrade-pact 2/4



30/03/2021

and legislators began to push for ratification, which ~ First case of gene transfer
occurred on 4 March. insect swipes protective DNA

Supporters of ratification, such as Joly, hope it will
help bolster efforts to oppose Bolsonaro’s

environmental policies. But Bolsonaro’s ongoing you've had a concussion
efforts to weaken federal environmental agencies By Adrian Cho | Mar. 24, 2021
could undermine any progress, Soares Filho says. And

he is skeptical that “the current government is Scientists have been

concerned about sharing benefits with the traditional underestimating the power of
communities, such as Indigenous peoples.”

Others have mixed feelings. On the one hand, “I see

Brazil's adherence to the Nagoya Protocol with some Scientists use x-ray vision’ to
hope, in the sense that such a commitment creates
the necessary external pressure for our country to
fulfill the document’s genuine intentions,” says
evolutionary biologist Flavio Bockmann of the a gruesome end, scans reveal
University of Sdo Paulo, Ribeirdo Preto. But he also gy sofia Moutinho | Feb. 23,2021
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worries the protocol will have a chilling effect on basic
research because of the bureaucratic burden it

imposes on scientists. Researchers working in Brazil

already must comply with a law passed 6 years ago,
which requires scientists to get various kinds of
permits to study and collect species. But such
regulations “are not designed to deal with the
thousands of species we have ... in highly diverse
forest ecosystems in the Amazon,” Ferreira says. And
Brockmann fears that, “in Brazil's current political
context, it is not impossible that [regulatory
requirements] will be used to further stifle scientific

research.”

Nonetheless, “Internationally, [ratification] is excellent,”
Joly says. And now that Brazil has agreed to play by
the international rules, he hopes its decision will
“stimulate many countries to ratify as well.”

With reporting by Sofia Moutinho.
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