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Satellite data shows rainforest cleared for cattle and maize on
farms growing soya, undermining claims crop is deforestation-free
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More than 400 sq miles (1,000 sq km) of Amazon rainforest has been felled to
expand farms growing soya in the Brazilian state of Mato Grosso in a 10-year period,
despite an agreement to protect it, according to a new investigation.

In 2006, the landmark Amazon soy moratorium was introduced banning the sale of
soya grown on land deforested after 2008. From 2004 to 2012, the clearing of trees

in the Amazon fell by 84%.

But in recent years deforestation has climbed steeply, reaching a 15-year high last
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year - encouraged, campaigners say, by President Jair Bolsonaro’s anti-
conservationist rhetoric and policies.

With the moratorium applying only to soya, farmers have been able to sell the crop
as deforestation-free, while still clearing land for cattle, maize or other
commodities.

To map the deforestation, researchers from the Brazilian NGO Instituto Centro de
Vida, along with Greenpeace’s Unearthed and the Bureau of Investigative
Journalism, looked at satellite data of land where soya was being grown in Mato
Grosso state, which stretches across the southern part of the Amazon. The state
grows more soya than anywhere else in Brazil.
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They found that while studies show the moratorium had successfully stopped
rainforest being directly converted into soya fields, deforestation had continued.
Farmers were clearing land to grow commodities other than soya, with 450 sq miles
of rainforest - equivalent in size to Greater Manchester - felled in Mato Grosso
between 2009 and 2019, according to the research.

Holly Gibbs, professor of geography and environmental studies at the University of

Wisconsin-Madison in the US, said: “At the same time that soy farmers comply with
the moratorium, they continue to deforest illegally for other purposes.”

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/feb/10/loophole-allowing-for-deforestation-on-soya-farms-in-brazils-amazon 2/4



11/02/2022 09:43 ‘Loophole’ allowing for deforestation on soya farms in Brazil's Amazon | Environment | The Guardian

The revelations undermine claims by supermarkets that soya is no longer linked to
the loss of Amazon rainforest.

Soya is a key commodity used by dairy, cattle, pig and poultry farmers in Europe
and the rest of the world to feed their livestock.

The Brazilian Association of Vegetable Oil Industries (Abiove), the main association
for soya traders in Brazil, said the moratorium had resulted in significant reductions
in deforestation in municipalities that produce soya.

“If soy beans are planted in polygons [an area between a specified set of
coordinates] with deforestation after 2008, the entire farm is considered
noncompliant with the soy moratorium,” Abiove said a statement.

Previous analysis has suggested more than 1m tonnes of soya used by UK livestock
farmers to produce chicken and other food in 2019 could have been linked to
deforestation.

Gibbs said pressure from soya buyers in Europe and the US was
needed to stop the deforestation. “Legislation in the EU, UK and the US raises the
stakes of this ongoing deforestation on soy properties. The soy industry could
consider broadening the Amazon soy moratorium to close the door to all
deforestation connected to soy.”

Prof Raoni Rajao, an agricultural specialist at the Federal University of Minas Gerais,
said the current regulations were insufficient. “Only the specific areas where soy is
grown are monitored, not the entire property. Farmers have already noticed this
loophole.”

The Retail Soy Group, which represents leading retailers including Sainsbury’s,
Tesco, Lidl and Waitrose, acknowledged there were limitations to the moratorium
and said the new allegations “further highlight the need to have strengthened legal
protections of these vital ecosystems™.

Sign up for the Animals farmed monthly update to get a roundup of the biggest farming
and food stories across the world and keep up with our investigations. You can send us
your stories and thoughts at animalsfarmed@theguardian.com

... as you’re joining us from Brazil, we have a small favour to ask. Tens of millions
have placed their trust in the Guardian’s fearless journalism since we started
publishing 200 years ago, turning to us in moments of crisis, uncertainty,
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solidarity and hope. More than 1.5 million supporters, from 180 countries, now
power us financially - keeping us open to all, and fiercely independent.

Unlike many others, the Guardian has no shareholders and no billionaire owner.
Just the determination and passion to deliver high-impact global reporting,
always free from commercial or political influence. Reporting like this is vital for
democracy, for fairness and to demand better from the powerful.

And we provide all this for free, for everyone. We do this because we believe in
information equality. Greater numbers of people can keep track of global events,
understand their impact on people and communities, and become inspired to take
meaningful action. Millions can benefit from open access to quality news,
regardless of their ability to pay for it.

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Every contribution, however big or
small, powers our journalism and sustains our future. Support the Guardian from
as little as $1 - it only takes a minute. If you can, please consider supporting us
with a regular amount each month. Thank you.
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