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An illegally lit fire in the Amazon rainforest in Brazil's Para state - the country has vowed to eliminate
illegal deforestation by 2028, two years earlier than a previous undertaking, despite record
tree losses in recent years - Copyright AFP Brendan Smialowski

The number of trees cut down in the Brazilian Amazon in January far exceeded
deforestation for the same month last year, according to government satellite
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data. It's the biggest January impact since recordkeeping began in 2015.
Brazil’'s President Jair Bolsonaro has been accused of allowing deforestation to
accelerate, despite his government’s promise to work on environmental
preservation and the fight against climate change last year

And now, Bolsonaro is drawing fresh criticism for his claims that deforestation
can help reduce the nation’s poverty, especially through commercial farming and
mining, according to the BBC.

Strong global demand for agricultural commodities such as beef and soya beans
is fuelling some of these illegal clearances — Another is the expectation that a
new law will soon be passed in Brazil to legitimize and forgive land grabbing.

Britaldo Soares Filho, an environmental modeling researcher at the Federal
University of Minas Gerais, says “There is a race to deforest the Amazon,” reports
Reuters.

However, the Environment Ministry said that making comparisons using single
months does not provide the best picture, stating that in August to January
deforestation fell slightly compared to the same period a year ago.

But it all comes down to politics, as usual. While Bolsonaro may have changed

his political tone for a while on the world stage last year, giving other nations
what they wanted to hear about Brazil's commitment to the environment, little
has actually changed. TRENDING

1 Op-Ed: Next phase — Confrontation
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Ana Karine Pereira, a political scientist at the University of Brasilia, says
deforestation will only stop rising if Bolsonaro loses the presidential election in
October.

“Changing the political profile of the president and federal government leadership
is crucial at this moment to see a break in this trend of high levels of
deforestation,” Pereira said.
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Karen's view of what is happening in our world is colored by her love of history
and how the past influences events taking place today. Her belief in man's part
OURNA in the care of the planet and our environment has led her to focus on the need
for action in dealing with climate change. It was said by Geoffrey C. Ward,

"Journalism is merely history's first draft." Everyone who writes about what is
happening today is indeed, writing a small part of our history.
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with the West as Russia’s big push
hits turbulence

Fleeing Ukrainians reach Moldova to
escape Russian bombs

Ukraine tells Russian mothers —
Come and get your sons

Russians pack trains into Finland as
sanctions bite

Burning cargo ship with luxury cars
sinks in mid-Atlantic
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