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Environmental Management – Undergraduate Course  
 
CLASSIFICATION: OPTIONAL - 4 CREDITS - 60 HOURS 

PROFESSOR: RAONI RAJÃO (rajao@ufmg.br)  
 

SYLLABUS:  

Public and private environmental management tools; Environmental conservation as a political 
problem; Environmental conservation as an economic problem; Climate change: science and policy; 
Climate Science and Denialism;  Environmental management of agricultural enterprises; Challenges 
for combating deforestation; Corporate environmental management; Sustainability of production 
chains; Conservation as a commodity: REDD+ and carbon credits.  

 

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE: 

# Subject Literature 
1-2 [A] Presentation of the course 

 

3-4 [A] Environmental conservation as a political problem MAY (2018): capítulo 10 
5-6 [A] Conservation as a commodity: PES, REDD+, CRA and 

others 
MAY (2018): capítulo 16  

7-8 [A] History of environmental management 
  

   

9-
10 

[A] Climate change: science and policy RAJÃO e DUARTE (2018)  

11-
12 

[P] Group A: Climate Science and Denialism 
 

LAHSEN (2009);  (2020) 
 

15-
16 

[Q] Group B: agribusiness as an environmental villain 
or good guy? 

ALONSO; COSTA e 
MACIEL (2007); VIOLA e 
FRANCHINI (2014)  

 

17-
18 

[A] Challenges for combating deforestation in Brazil  RAJÃO; GUIDICE; VAN 
DER HOFF e CARVALHO 
(2021) 

 

 

19-
20 

[P] Group C: Corporate environmental management: 
new paradigm or marketing 

FINEMAN (2001);  
 

21-
22 

[A] Soy Moratorium and Beef TAC: commitments and 
agreements to clean up production chains 

ARMELIN; BURNIER e 
GROSSI (2020) 

 

23-
24 

[P] Group D: Sustainability in the international 
production chain 

Rajão et al, 2020, MAY 
(2018): capítulos 11 e 14; 
CABEZAS; BELLFIELD; 
LAFORTUNE; STRECK et 
al. (2019); SILVESTRE; 
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MONTEIRO; VIANA e DE 
SOUSA-FILHO (2018) 

25-
26 

[A] Conservation as a commodity: PES, REDD+, CRA and 
others 

(MAY, 2018): capítulo 16 
 

27-
28 

[P] Group E: Carbon market: from the global north to 
the south 

DINIZ OLIVEIRA; COSTA 
GURGEL e TONRY (2021); 
STRECK (2020); WORLD 
BANK (2021) 

 

29-
30 

Final discussion of the course  
 

 

[A] Theoretical class by the teacher. 

[P] Practical activity with student presentation. 

 

OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY: 

This course seeks to provide students with analytical tools to understand the context in which 
environmental management is inserted in public and private organizations, with an additional focus 
on sustainable industrial and agricultural production. It will be given particular enphasis to the 
economic instruments of environmental management, such as ESG, carbon market and payment for 
environmental services. These examples are analyzed from theoretical perspectives linked to the 
social studies of science and technology and ecological economics. 

EVALUATION: 

Presentation (group):  30 points 
 
Report (Group): 40 points 
 
Delivery of lists of questions and participation in the classroom (individual): 30 points 
 
 
Each paper/article/presentation will be evaluated according to the following criteria of equal weight: 

- Theory: ability of the student/group to understand the concepts discussed in the course; 
- Content: richness of detail and depth of the case study presented; 
- Form: ability to present the case, the theory and to carry out the analysis in a clear and 

structured way. 
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COMPLIMENTARY REFERENCES: 
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